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Who is a
Yeteran”?

" . | :
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38 U.S.C.A101(2) provides:
The term "veteran" means a person who served in the active milite

naval, air, or space service, and who was discharged or released
therefrom under conditions other than dishonorable.
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U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs

X VHA - Veterans Health Administration
X VBA - Veterans Benefits Administration
X NCA - National Cemetery Administration
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Vet Centersi Social &

Psychological Serwcesf,\,w

Readjustment
Counseling

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

Veterans Health Administration

VA Hospitals & Community -
Based Outpatient Clinics-
Medical/Mental Healthcare

o
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VHA Facilities in Alabama

VA Medical Centers: VA Clinics:
Birmingham Bessemer
Montgomery Birmingham
Tuscaloosa Childersburg
Tuskegee Dothan

_ Fort Rucker

Vet Centers: Gadsden
Hoover_ Guntersville
Hunt_svnle Huntsville
Mobile Jasper

Montgomery

Mobile
Monroeville
Montgomery
Oxford
Selma
Sheffield




U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

Veterans Benefits Administration

X Pension
x Disablility Compensation
X Education and Training

| Application fof B .
EENE\‘ | (eg, GiBi

\Vocational Rehabilitation
Home Loans

Insurance

Survivors Benefits




U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

National Cemetery Administration

Provides a dignified burial and lasting memaorials for
veterans and their eligible family members and maintains
nhational veteranso cemeter
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Federal VA Topicsof interest:

A Nationwide aging VHA facility infrastructure

A Growing evidence of lon¢erm health effects of
toxic exposures of veterans (Agent Orange, bu
pits, asbestos, radiation, etc.)

A Merger and electronic conversion of DO
medical records

A Large backlog of disability claims and
administrative appeal hearingdghmercase and
new federal laws) ;




Potential legalroute)of individual VA elaims:

Administrative claim is filed (e.g., Application for Disability
Compensation and Related Compensation Benefits - VA Form
21-526EZ7)

Administrative appeal to the Board of
Vet eransod Appealls ( BVA)

4

Judicial appeal to the U.S. Court of
Appeals for Veterans Claims

4

Judicial appeal to the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Federal Circuit

4

Judicial appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court
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1 Recent/Rederal Laws:

1 TheVeterans Appeals
Improvement and Modernization
Act of 2017, Public Law 1155

{ The VA Maintaining Internal
Systems and Strengthening
Integrated Outside Networks
(MISSON) Act of 2018, Public
Law 115182 TIRNLE a; A

' Honoring our Promise to Addressz== =
Comprehensive Toxics (PACT)
Act of 2022, Public Law 11-168

st 11
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ALABAMP

The Veterans Appealsimpravement:and
Modernization Actof22017 PRublic. Law
11555

AUsually called the f[AAp

or AMA

A Seeks to modernizes the administrative claims
and appeals process

A Requires improved notification of VA decisions

A Provides earlier claim resolution

A Seeks to ensure that veterans receive the earlies
effective date possible

A Most importantly, includes three decision
review options for disagreements with initial

benefits decisions:

12



AMA (continued)

Option 1: Higher-Level Review

Claim is reviewed by a more senior claims adjudicator and involves

a highetlevel de novo review (new look) of the decision. No submissiol

of new evidence allowed. The possibility of overturning the initial decisi

based on a difference of opinion or a clear and unmistakable error

Option 2: A Supplemental Claim

Veteran can submit or identify new and relevant evidence to support cl:

VA will provide assistance in developing the evidence.

Option 3: Appeal to the Board of Veterans Appeals

This option allows veteran to appeal directly to the Board of Veterans

Appeals, choosing one of three BVA options:

A Direct review: Veteran does not want to submit additional evidence ¢
have a hearing.

A Evidence submissionVeteran wants to submit additional evidence
without a hearing.

A Hearing: Veterans chooses to submit evidence and have a hearing v

a Veterans Law Judge. 13



The VA Maintaining Internal Systems and
Strengthening/integrated Qutside MNetworks
(MISSON) Act of 2018 /Rublic Law 11382

Streamline VA6s Communi Best me. s £ P
. . . interest
A Replaces arbitrary 30ay, 40mile barriers to

veteranso care in tim)p cBO i
A Creates standards for timely payment to o 6
. . Eiyices i Access Standards
community care providers. unavallable st VA |
A Requires the VA Secretary to develop an
education program to inform veterans and VA e

providers about vetelranse® health [
Improve VA Healthcare Delivery
A Encourages the use of telemedicine.
A Provides additional resources for hiring and
retention of VA healthcare professionals.
A Created Asset and Infrastructure Review (AIR)
process to modernize VHA assets and
infrastructure.
Expands eligibility for VA6s Car®egi




Honering our PromisertoAddress amprehensive
 iToxics (PACT) Act,ot2022p Public k:aw/TAT68

A Expands and extends eligibility for VA health care for any veteran with
toxic-exposures and all veterans of the Vietham era, Gulf War era, anc
Post9/11 era.

A Every VHA enrolled veteran will receive an initial toxic exposure
screening and a followp screening every five years.

A Requires research studies on mortality of veterans who served in
Southwest Asia during the Gulf War, P@$11 veteran health trends,
and veteran cancer rates.

A Authorizes 31 new VHA medical facilities across the country (none of
those in Alabama, by the way).

A Addsmorethan28 ew fApr esumpt i bum pitsamch d i t
other toxic exposures.

Alncludes fiCamp Lejeune Justice
contaminated water at the North Carolina Marine Corps Base to file
lawsuits to recover damages for toxic exposure.

A NOTE: Provisions on potential toxic exposures at Fort McClellan,

Alabama were heavily amended. 3



State/Territory Departments
of Veterans Affairs

Rifie Alvarado-Ra
Past President

North Dakota
Lonnie Wangen
PastPresident
Treasurer

Minnesota
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Wisconsin
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Veterans Affairs/ (ADVA) Mission

Topromote awarenesmdassisteligible
Veterans, their families, and survivors to receive
from the state and federal government any and
all benefits to which they may be entitled under
existing or future laws.




ADVA Early History

19271 Legislature created office of State Service Commissioner, to be
appointed solely by the Governorandchamgeedo ai d al | r e
State of Alabama who served . . . in any war in which the United States he
been engaged . . . to receive from the United States any and all
compensation, hospitalization, insurance, or other aid or benefit to which
they may be entitled. o

19311 Legislature expanded office to include one Assistant Commissionet
two State Field Service Commissioners, and a secretary for the
Commissioner.

19431 Legislature authorized counties to employ County Service
Commissioners separate from the office of State Service Commissioner. &
counties would eventually take advantage of this authority.

19457 Legislature created Alabama Department of Veterans Affairs, with
State Service Commissioner to be appointed by a new State Board of
Veterans Affairs (which would con
largest veteran service organizations). Merged county service offlces Into
new Department.



NI A fofoainr s ( /ADVA)

Approximately 1,200 state and contract
employees.

Small Headquarters in Montgomery, with 71
facilities around the state of Alabama.

Serves approximately400,000 Alabama Veterans

Approximate $200 million annual budget
(FY2021)

Overseen by al7-member State Board of
Veterans Affairs (SBVA): Governor and 16 other
members

19

Alabama Department of Veterans






ADVAOGSs: Maj:or Ve

= State Veterans
BN Homes

Outreach anc"

T e

State Veterans
Cemetery

Engagement/
Veteran Well
Being

| Dependent \S/eetrflzigs
Scholarshi :
P ) Offices

Program
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ADVA Major Veterans Facilities

State Veterans Homes, District Offices, and Veterans Service Offices
Cemetery

Huntsville

Jasper

Pell City

Tuscaloosa [:::]
Alabama

Alexander
City

Montgomery
(Headquarters)

Bay Minette

Mobile

+ ‘A, } [:::] State Veterans Home
£ f ,A

{ spanish Fort A~ State Veterans Cemetery

-
+ District Office

22



Veterans service)Qffices
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ALABAMP

Advocacy, counseling, hands on assistance in submitting
applications for VA compensation & pension claims
Assist with all other state and federal veterans benefits ar
services

Referrals to other providers in both public and private
sectors

12 new Veterans Service Offices over the past 24
months: Chambers, Cherokee, Chilton, Clay, Coosa,
Crenshaw, Henry, Lawrence, *Shelby, Sumter,
Washington, and Winston Counties. Now in 61 of 67
counties.

Our advocacy/representation of Alabama veterans extenc
to appeals process via our Appeals & Review office locat
In regional VBA facility in Montgomery.



ALABAMP

COMPENSATION & PENSION:
$2.6 billion to Alabama Veterans and
their beneficiaries

MEDICAL CARE: $1.4 billion

VOCATIONAL
REHABILITATION &
EDUCATION (VR&E): $213
million

EDUCATION: 23,000+ veterans
using Gl Bill in Alabama

TOTAL FEDERAL VA
EXPENDITURES IN ALABAMA:
$4.32 billion

Alabama
*

Montgomery

ADVA Veteran Generated RederaldRevenue40:Alabarn
) (in Eiscal Year 2020)

| “*ﬁ-...-'"\-\ v“""‘ 3
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DependentsSeholarship’ RProgram
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Student Distribution by School Type

October 1, 2020 - September 30, 2021

Total Students Enrolled
16,425

Junior/Community

Colleges
5,212
0
Colleges/Universities 31.73%
10,334
62.92%
Technical Schools
879
Recent Projects: 5.35%

- Electronic/web-based applications
- Coverage for private colleges




State Veterans /Hemes
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%
Relevant Alabama Statute®
Section 315A-1
Legislative intent.

The Legislature hereby finds and determines that there
currently exists a significant need for health, nursing,
medical, rehabllitative and related housing structures for
those residents of this state who have served their state
and nation in its armed forces. The Legislature further
finds and determines that in order to meet this néed,
necessary for there to be established a state veterans'
home or homes to be operated by the State Department ¢
Veterans' Affairs . . .

(Acts1988 1st. Sp. Sess., No. 896, p. 18481.) 29
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Relevant Alabama Statut
Section 315A-4
Operation of state veterans' homes; award of contract.

The department shall contract with a rgovernmental entity to operate a
state veterans' home or homes for the care and support of elderly or dis:
veterans in the State of Alaban@ontracts for the procurement of services
required to manage, administer, and operate a state veterans' home sha
awarded on a competitive basis through the solicitation of proposals. The
contract may be awarded to the vendor whose proposal is most advanta
to the state, taking into consideration cost factors, program suitability fac
management plan, excellence of program design, key personnel, corpor:
company resources, financial condition of the vendor, corporate experier
and past performance, and any other requirements deemed necessary k
State Board of Veterans' Affairs and expressed in its solicitation for
proposals. Any contract awarded under this section shall be for a period
to exceed five years. The State Board of Veterans' Affairs is not requirec
select the vendor offering the lowest cost proposal but shall select the ve
who, in the board's discretion, offers the proposal most advantageous to
State of Alabama. . . .

(Acts 1988 1st Sp. Sess., No. 896, p. 18483.)
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Bill’Nichols State Neterans/Hame
Alexander City
150 Skilled Care Units
Opened in 1989. Major renovation in 2015.
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Tut Fann State \eterans/Hieme
Huntsville
150 Skilled Care Units
Opened in 1995. Major renovation in 2020.
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William F. Green Statel Veteran/Heme
Bay Minette
150 Skilled Care Units
Opened in 1995. Major renovation in 2020.
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Colonel RobertL rHowards State veteransoHome
Pell City
80 Assisted Living Units/174 Skilled Care Units
Opened in 2012.




Fifth: Veterans Homeiin
Enterprise, Alabama

> >

Approx.$115 million
total construction cost,
shared between federal
and state

Will house about 174
veteran residents

Will employ over 200
people

Located near Fort Rucker
A six-year project;
opening in 2024.
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8 Command Sergeant Major Bennie G. Adkins State Veterans Home
% Enterprise, Alabama







